An ACTH4-9 analog (ORG 2766) speeds recovery from septal hyperemotionality in the rat.
The amount of hyperemotionality initially demonstrated after septal area lesions was reduced, and the rate at which the hyperemotionality attenuated over repeated testing, was enhanced by the administration of an ACTH4-9 analog, ORG 2766. This ACTH fragment was given for 4 consecutive days after surgery but terminated before testing began. Two weeks after the daily tests of emotionality, the animals were trained in a two-way active avoidance task. The typical increase in avoidance behavior seen in animals with septal lesions was observed in the lesioned animals tested with ORG 2766, but the usual high number of intertrial responses was greatly reduced in these animals. The results indicate that even after a brief series of ORG 2766 administration, there are changes in emotionality that may last for an extended period of time after the cessation of treatment.